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SERMON 
"ta PREACHED 
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oF 
St. MICHAEL, 
On Sunpay April 9 
| Bring the Day appointed for a General Collection 


throughout all the Churches in Dublin, for the 


Support of the Ox PHANSs in the FOUNDLING 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Lady Arbella Denny. 


MAD AM, 


EING importuned to publiſh the 
following Diſcourſe, The uni- 
verſal grateful Sentiments of the Ci- 
tizens of Dublin, towards the PRO- 
TECTRESS x the Orphans, point 
out, That a Diſcourſe delivered for 
their Benefit, ſhould appear in the 
World under Your W 8 Pa- 


tronage. 


Your 1 has the great Ho- 


nour and Comfort to maintain the 


Cauſe of pure Chriſtianity, even in the 


midſt of a thoughtleſs Generation; 
and both by your Converſation, and 
uniform Example, to render it ami- 


able: And almoſt reſtore Religion to 


be faſhionable, among Perſons of high 


Rank. 


A 2 As 


DEDICATION. 


As Charity 1s the Charaſteriſtic of 
Chriſtianity, this hath been diſplayed 
in all it's Beauty, not only in the ge- 

neral Tenour of your Life, but more 


8 particularly, in preſerving, ſaving, re- 


ſtoring to Health, and regulating the 
de 8 


This is imitating the tender Care af 


Providence ! it 1s truly Godlike! and 
can't fail to caſt a Luſtre, even on a 


Daughter of the moſt antient noble 
Hof: of K ERRY, and a Siſter of the 


wiſe and virtuous Earl of HEI. 


 BURNE. 


Did many other Ladies of Quality 
tread in theſe Steps, happy would it be 
for themſelves ! happy for their Coun- 
try! happy for theſe Orphans!—— 


T am, with all poſſible Reſpect, 
MADAM, 
Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble Servant, 


WILLIAM HENRY. 


I ee ee. ͤ — 

—̃ ę( ge 

; * Wy » as * 
— 


1 


Ez Ek. Ch. xvi. Ver. 5, 6. 


5. Mone Eye pitied Thee, to do any of 
theſe Things unto thee, to have Com- 
paſſion upon thee : But thou wat 
caſt out in the open Field, to the 
loathing of thy Perſon, in the Day 
that thou waſt born. 


6. And when I paſſed by thee, and 
ſaw thee polluted in thine own Blood, 


T ſaid unto Thee, when thou waſ} in 
thy Blood, Live: Yea, I ſaid unto 
Thee, when thou waſt in thy Blood, 
Live. | 1 


Character and Hiſtory of a poor expoſed 
Infant, doth from the Mouth of God, 


1 N this Chapter, the Prophet, under the 


deſcribe in the moſt affecting Manner, the ori- 


ginal forlorn Condition of the Nation of Hrael, 


the kind Mercies of God in pitying, faving, 


and exalting them : And their ungrateful Re- 


turns for ſuch ſeaſonable Relief, and unme- 


rited 
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rited Goodneſs. This affecting Repreſentation 
is taken from the oppreſſed Condition the 
Ißraelites were in, in Egypt, when the inhu- 
man 'Tyrants who kept them inſlaved, ap- 
pointed all their Male Children to be put to 
Death as ſaon as born, reſerving. the F emales 
for their viler e 


During this period, was born, and expo- 
ſed to periſh in the River, the great Prophet 
Moſes, who being exceeding Fair, (or as the 
original Word imports, fair as a God) ſo 
touched the Compailion even. of the Tyrant's 
Daughter, that ſhe took him up, and 
trained him as her own Son: The Conſe- 
quences of which Act of Charity were the 
Deliverance of the 1/rae/ztes from their Egyp- 
tian Bondage, forming them into a great 
Nation, and the Eſtabliſhment of a Divine 
Commonwealth, and a glorious. Polity, . the 
Remains of which continue to this Day. The 
happy Effects extend to us in the Birth of the 
Saviour of the World, the founding of Chri- 


ſtianity, and the making a all the Nations of 


the Earth bleſſed. The Picture drawn by the 
Prophet of an helpleſs Infant, expoſed to 
periſh in the Field as ſoon as born, was not 
more applicable to the Houſe of 1/rae/, than 


it is to the whole human Race : Whether we 
conſider Mankind in a Spiritual, or Natural 


Itate. 
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„ | 
In a Spiritus! Senſe, having by our Apoſ: 


tacy from God, loſt our Innocency, and 


forfeited Paradiſe: we are caſt out into the 


Field of this World, by Nature the Children 


of Wrath, void of Knowledge, Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs, having the original amiable 


Image of God defaced : Racked by Weak- 
neſs, Infirmities, and warring Paſſions within 
us; and expoſed to be devoured by wild 
Beaſts without, ' thoſe evil Spirits, and their 


Agents wicked Men, who range through this 
Earth continually ' ſeeking whom they may de- 


oft In this miſerable State we muſt have 


periſhed, and that everla/tingly, had not 


God, who is rich in Mercy, pitied us in our 


low Eſtate, and provided Salvation for us, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 


Nor is our S0 when born, in a na- 
tural Senſe, leſs deplorable and helpleſs. 


' Other living Creatures, ſoon after coming 


into the World, are in a Capacity to help and 
defend themſelves. Nature hath provided 
them with Cloathing, with Power to move 
and feed themſelves, and yarious Defences 
againſt he une of other Animals. 


But a 3 N is of all 8 in 
itſelf moſt helpleſs. Naked and cold, deſti- 


tute of all Power to help itſelf ; unable even to 


_ crawl : Has no Relief but in it's bitter Cries, 


which 
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which muſt pierce and rend every human 
Ear and Heart: And, if theſe are not 
attended to, it muſt periſh as ſoon as born. 


God in great Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
hath ordered this to be the Lot of all Man- 
kind, to teach us from our very Original, the 


Neceſſity of our entering into Societies, and 


of continually exerciſing the tender and hu- 
mane Affections towards one another. This 
our gracious and bountiful Father, who brings 


us into Light, guards us from Dangers, ſuſ- 


tains us with Food, gently leads us in our ten- 
der infant Years, and rears us up to Men. 
His Eye pitied us, his Arm fupports us, 


his Holy Angels are employed to watch over 
little Children, and he makes uſe of the Mi- 


niſtry of Men and Women, who in their 
Infancy were ſubject to the ſame Weakneſs, 
to fulfil the kind Intentions of his Provi- 


dence, in raiſing up and continuing @ Seed to 


ſerve him from Generation to Generation. 


By theſe Means the tender T wig becomes 


an hardy Oak, the helpleſs Infant, grows up 
to be a Man, the very Glory of the Works of 5 


God 1 in this lower World. 


As God Sos ths tenderly 3 us: It be- 
comes us tohave the like Compaſſion upon others. 
—He ſaw us ready to periſh in our low Eſ- 


tate: And, with that awful Majeſty where- 
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with he created the World, he ſpake the 
Word, LIVE, ls it poſſible for Man to do 
a more Godlike Action, than to fay to aban- 
doned Orphans, LIE? To perſwade you 
to this, is the particular Occaſion of that 
great Act of Religion and LURE for which 
we aſſemble this Day. 


That I may do this more effectually, I ſhall 
lay before you the Nature of that Charity to 
which you are invited, 


The preſent Neceſſity of it, 


And the happy Fruits which wil grow from 


your opening your Hearts and Hands Uberal⸗ 
ly. 


As there are not general Laws in this King- 


dom, to make Proviſion for the Poor, they 
have no other Reſource but from the Compaſ- 
ſion and voluntary Charity of their Chriſtian 
Brethren. It muſt be owned, to the Glory of 
our Country, that this affords ample Relief to 
thoſe grown up Objects, whoſe Wants and 
Diſtreſſes, ſtrike our Eyes. But helpleſs aban- 
doned Infants, from their very Situation, 
have not this Opportunity of moving our 
Tenderneſs.— They too often periſh unnoti- 
ced, in Obſcurity and Darkneſs.— In many 


Places through the Country, the Humanity 
of the People diſpoſes them to lay a volunta- 
e B "8 
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( 10.) 


ry Tax on themſelves at Pariſh Veſtries, for 


the Relief of expoſed Orphans. And thus 


_ Chriſtian Charity ſupplies in ſome Degree the 


want of a formal Law. 


But this cannot be ſo well done in a great 
City, where the Diſtreſs of poor Orphans can- 
not be fo particularly, or fo fully known. 


Riſe to a barbarous Cuſtom, which, about 
Thirty or Forty Years ago, generally prevail- 
ed in ſeveral Pariſhes of this City © to ap- 
point an Officer with a ſmall Salary, to take 
up ſuch Infants as were found expoſed in the 
Streets, and lay them down in ſome neigh- 


of maintaining them.” — Thus the poor help- 
leſs Infant, n+ Cries called for immediate 
Relief, was privately carried about from Pariſh 
to Pariſh, by inhuman unrelenting Grave- 


Diggers, until it's Cries could be heard no 


more; and in the midſt of a great, populous, 
and plentiful City, it periſhed through Want, 
or had its Miſeries ſhortened by being de- 


Donn. 


The many and * Murders which 
horrid Practice, alarmed all Perſons of Hu- 


manity. A ſolemn Inquiry was entered into 


90 the * in Conſequence whereof, 


; 


The want of this intimate Knowledge gave 


bouring Pariſh, in order to avoid the burden 


voured by Dogs or e or e to 


were the natural Conſequence of this moſt 


2 ; 


rr 


5 
a Foundling Hoſpital was eſtabliſhed at the 


Work-Houſe, and a Fund provided for the 
Maintenance of ſuch expoſed Orphans, 


Since this Charitable Foundation was eſta- 
bliſhed, the inhuman Trade of thus murdering 
innocent Infants has ceaſed in this City: And 
Multitudes of ſuch have been received from 


the Country. As there was no other Place 


of Refuge for Orphans near at Hand, all ſuch 


naturally flowed into it, Many Thouſands 


have been preſerved, and ſeveral of them 
have become very uſeful Members of Society. 


Among thoſe thus preſerved, many have 


been the Children of Soldiers and Sailors com- 


manded abroad to ſerve his Majeſty and de- 
fend their Country. It would have been moſt 


ungratefully inhuman to ſuffer the poor aban- 
doned Orphans to periſh while their Fathers 
were bravely fighting for the Safety and Ho- 
nour of their Country, and expoſing their 
Lives by Sea and Land to ſecure ours. The 


receiving of theſe deſtitute Infants into this 
Foundling Hoſpital ; and the univerſal Admiſ- 
ſion of all ſuch Soldiers Children, when they 


are above the Age of Six Years, into the Char- 


ter Schools, not only lightens the Cares of the 
Fathers who are commanded abroad to all the 


diſtant Quarters of the Globe ; but animates 
them with double Courage to fight for a People, 


who are the charitable Guardians of their 


Off-pring. * BETS 


C12 ) 


It is the Nature of true Charity to know ne 
Bounds; it continually increaſes and ſpreads. 


This particular Charity has been like the 
Grain of Muſtard-Seed in our Saviour's Pa- 
rable.: Tho' ſmall in the Beginning, it has 
grown up into a large Tree, in the Branches of 

which ſeveral Thouſands of Children, more 
helpleſs than the Birds of the Air, ha ave found | 
Shelter and Food. 8 


This very Conſideration ſhews the Truth of 
the ſecond Point! 1 to ſpeak to, namely, 


The Neceſſity of your opening your Hearts 
and Hands ral to ſupport it. 


Had the Occaſion for this Charity continued | 
ſmall as in the firſt Year, when about Two 
hundred and ſixty Orphans were received, 
the original Fund, amounting to One © 
ſand two hundred and forty Pounds, would 

have been more than ſufficient for their Sup- 
port. But in theſe laſt four Vears, Three 

thouſand fix hundred and eighty four Chil- 

| dren have been brought in: For the Main- 

tenance of which Number, the whole Fund 
falls thort by more than one Halt, 


To annals this great Defect, every Method 
that could be tried, has been attempted. 


The 


(43; 3 


The Savings of the general Fund for ſup- 
porting the Work-Houje, tho it be a diſtinct 
Charity, have been applied to the Support 
of thoſe Orphans, even to. the Amount of 
Two thouſand eight hundred Pounds. 
The Houſe of Commons, ſenfible of the 
general Benefit this Foundling- Hoſpital was 
productive of, to the whole Kingdom, did, in 
their great Wiſdom and Goodnels, in the Years 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-three, 
and One thouſand ſeven hundred and fiity- 
five, vote two liberal Benefactions, the nett 
Produce of which amounted to Five thou- 
ſand eight hundred and twenty Pounds.— 
By which great and ſeaſonable Supplies, this 

moſt noble Charity hath hitherto been able 
to ſubſiſt. But the national Expences 
continually increaſing, in the midſt of 
a fierce expenſive War; and the national 
Funds having greatly fallen ſhort; a Supply 
for this Charitable Foundation (how gene- 
rous ſo ever the Diſpoſition of that honour- 


able Houſe was) could not be þ mm this 
Seſſion. | 


Yet the pinching Neceflity . never was fo 
great; for, as it fully appears from the printed 
Caſe, an extraordinary Expence has been in- 
curred by the large Increaſe of Children re- 
ceived; by the abſolute Neceſſity there was to 
raiſe the Nurſes Wages one third; and by 


(14) 

the providing of additional Nurſeries and Ac- 
commodations for the more cleanly and heal- 
thy Accommodation of the Children : By all 
which neceſſary Expences, and the unhappy 
Failure of the late Treaſurer of the Houle, 
there is now due, to Country Nurſes, a Debt 
no leſs than I wo thouſand two hundred and 
Forty-two Pounds more than there is Proviſion 
tor the Payment of. 


In this Diſtreſs what is to be done? Shall we 
abandon above Two thouſand Infants in Town 


and Country, whom we have taken under our 
Protection? Shall we leave them to periſh ?— 
Heaven forbid the cruel Thought, amongMen! 
among Chriſtians! It would have been more 


tender to have let them periſh at firſt, at the 
Gate to which they were carried for Relief. — 
The abandoning them now would exceed in 
Cruelty the bloody Maſſacre of the innocent 
Infants of Bethlehem by the barbarous Tyrant 


Herod, For it is much leſs cruel to deſtroy 


them at once by the Sword, and put an End 

to their Pain, than. to deſtroy. them piece- 
meal by ſlow Torments, after cauſing them 
to endure all the Miſeries of Nakedneſs, Hun- 


ger and Want, the acute Pains, and all the 
frightful Evils neceſſarily attending their Being 


thus caſt off. The only Refuge we have left 
is to fly to your Charity. Open your com- 
paſſionate Hearts.—O Chriſtians, ſay to theſe 
poor Infants ** Live, as God hath ſaid unto 


you Live. 


From 


( 


From the unbounded Liberality, which 
upon all juſt Occaſions hath flowed from the 
Citizens of Dublin, I am perſuaded that theſe 
helpleſs Infants do not ſtretch out their Hands 
to you in vain.— From the Nature of their 
Caſe, ye muſt feel that a juſter Call for Relief 


can never occur. 


Our Saviour ſays, Suffer little Children to 
come unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. 
| He took them up in his Arms, laid his Hands 
upon them, and bleſſed them, Was the bleſſed 
Feſus ſo compaſſionate? Shall not we receive 
them alto ? Shall we hide our Eyes or turn away 
ö from our own Fleſh ?—Gaod forbid, that we, 
| | wno in our natural State were but as expoſed 
Infants ourſelves, ſhould be deaf to the Cries 
of Infants ready to periſh. Their Fathers 
and Mothers have forſaken them, Let us imi- 
tate God, and 7ake them up. — If we do this 
godlike Act, happy will the Conſequences be, 
to theſe poor Infants, to the Public, and to #3 
ourſelves.  * TEES 1 


1 With reſpect to theſe Infants, we ſhall raiſe 
| them, ' as from Death to Life, they will be 1 
| delivered from Deſtruction, and reſtored to all [ 
| the Joys and Comforts of human Society,” We. 
ſhall be the immediate Cauſe of their Happi- 

| neſs in this World, and acceſſary to their Hap- 
( pineſs in the World to come: - The — | 
So —_ : ay | ; O ; 


(26 ) 


of thoſe who are ready to periſh ſhall come 


W 


With regard to the Public, it is no ſmall 
thing to prevent thoſe cruel Murders of Infants, 
which formerly happened; and muſt again 
return upon us, if this Proviſion for their Sup- 
port ſhould fail. It is a dreadful thing to have 
the Land ſtained with the Blood of Innocents ; 
for it always crieth aloud for Vengeance. I 
fear that the more frequent Murders of In- 
fants, whereof we read in our public Papers 
of late, is owing to the Deſpair their unhap- 
py Parents have conceived of their being re- 
lieved in this Place of Refuge. 


= RE the Riches and flouriſhing Eſtate of a 
Country depends on the Number and Induſtry 
of its Inhabitants, how great an Emolument 
muſt it be to our dear Country, already too thin- 

ly peopled, to preſerve thouſands of Infants ; 

to train them up in virtuous Induſtry, and ena- 
ble them to make ample Returns to their 

Country for that early Pity ſhewn to them ?— 


Were it neceſſary, I might enumerate many 


Inſtances of ſuch expoſed Infants, who have 
been the greateſt Benefactors and Ornaments 


of their . 


Not to repeat the Inſtance of the great Mo- 
ſes, we have many others in Hiſtory.— Romulus, 
and his Brother Remus, were the Founders of 

the 


2 — — — —_— 1 — 
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Care their Country, took of 


hide not thy ſelf from 8 own Fleſh ? 


(17). 


the great Roman Empire. Caſtrucio Caſtri- 
cani of Lucca, a Foundling, raiſed his Coun- 
try to Glory; and before the thirty-fixth Year 
of his Life, became the greateſt General of the 
Age.—And there have not been wanting, in 
this City, Inſtances of Foundlings who have 
excelled in Virtue, 1 and every amia- 


ble Quality; and have ampl . . the 


nually doing Good while living, and their 


Death bequeathing very "ons Sums to ſuch 
Charitable Uſes *. 


If we regard ourſelves, the Fruits of this 


Charity will ſtill prove more delicious to our 
Taſte. We ſhall poſſeſs that inward Com- 
fort and Joy which ſprings from a Charitable 
Action; and ſhall be intitled to the many 


Bleſſings pronounced in Scripture to thoſe who 
do theſe Things. 


Hear the Words of the Prop het Taiah e ch. 


58. If Thou draw out thy Soul: to the Hungry, 
and ſatisfy the afflicted Squl ; then ſhall thy Light 
riſe in Oòſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the 


Noon-day.— And again he faith, —1s it not this 
T have choſen ? Is it not to deal thy Bread to 


the Hungry, and that Thou bring the Poor that 


are caſt out to thine Houſe ? 2 thou ſeeſt 


the Naked that Thou cover him, and that thou 


* The late Revd. Mr. Morrell. 


Then 


( 0} 
Then ſhall thy Light. break forth as the Morn- 
ing. and thine Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedi- 
ly : Thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, and 
the Glory of the Lord ſball be thy Rere-ward. 
Then ſhall thou call, and the Lord ſhall an- 
wer; that is, ſuch Acts as theſe are the ſure 
Courſe to ſecure to ourſelves Health, Happi- 
nefs, and Honour in this Life, and Glory in 
the next; and to engage God's ſpecial Pro- 
tection. . | os 


We are all Sinners, yet ſuch Charity will 
cover a Multitude of Sins. —Here is an Op- 
portunity offered to us to put on Charity, not 
only as a Covering; but to adorn ourſelves 
with it, as with a Royal Robe and Diadem. 
This is the bright Ornament of a Chriſtian. 
By this we ſecure our Treaſures ; obtain du- 
rable Eſtates for fugitive Riches, and happily 
tranſmit our Fortunes before us into the other 
World.—Stand by ye hard-hearted Rich and 
Great, weep and how! for your Miſeries that fail 
come upon you. Your Riches are corrupted ; 
your Garments are moth-eaten 5 your Gold and 
Silver is cankered, and the Ruſt of them ſhall 
eat your Fleſh as it were Fire, James v. 
What avail your vain Glare of Pomp and Equi- 
page; your Noſegays of Diamonds; your 

falſe Glitter of Jewels; your Pyramids of 
Gold, heaped upon your Gaming-tables ; while 
ye are hardened againſt the Miſeries of the 
Orphans and Helplets ?—Will Mammon carry 
your 
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your Bags for you; or your Attendants your. 


Gaming-tables, into another World? 


Advance thou charitable humble Chriſtian ! 


Thou art all glori6us within! The Jewels, 
 wherewith thou art adorned, caſt a true Luſtre 
in the Eyes of God, of thy Saviour, and his 


holy Angels, ſhall ſparkle. and ſhine bright 
for ever, even among thoſe precious Stones, 
which are the Foundations of the new Jeruſa- 
lem, thy native City. 


Theſe, O Chriſtians! are the Honours ; 
theſe the Rewards which ye may ſecure, ty 


laying hold on this preſent charitable Oc- 


Let no one beguile you of your Reward, by 
raiſing Objections againſt, or miſrepreſenting 
this Charity. Some may think, *© Theſe In- 


6 fants are the Children of Miſcreants, of 


c 


A 


abandoned Wretches, of idle Vagabonds and 
Proſtitutes; and therefore altogether un- 
** worthy of their Care.“ | 


cc 


Suppoſe many of them are ſuch ; can this 
be any Reaſon for our Neglect of them ? Are 
they not born with Miſeries enough, without 
our adding to the Weight of their Diſtreſſes, 
Hunger, Pain, Diſeaſes, Nakedneſs, by a 
contemptuous Neglect? Theſe very Diſtreſſes 
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are the Circumſtances which point them out 
to us, as the proper Objects of our Care. Their 
unnatural Parents have forſaken them; who 
is there left to take Compaſſion on them? — 

If we forſake them, alſo, they muſt periſh 
without Remedy.—If a poor Lark, purſued 
by the fierce Hawk, flies to us in the open 
Field for Relief, do we abandon it to its Fate ? 


No. Our Pity is awakened; we obſerve it's 


Pantings ; by an irreſtable Sympathy we feel 
its Fright, take it into our Boſom, cheriſh and 
comfort it, and reſtore it to its Life and Li- 
berty. The grateful Lark mounts into the 
Air, joins its' Notes with the feathered Choir, 
and entertains its Deliyerer with a Song of 
Thanks.---Thus God, out of the Mouths of theſe 


Babes and Sucklings, whom our Charity ſaves, 
perfedteth Praiſe. 


But, many of theſe Infants are far from 
being the Children of 'abandoned Parents. 


The moſt opulent, virtuous and induſtri- 


ous, may fall into Diſtreſs. This is too of- 
ten the Caſe (eſpecially in hard Times) of 
thoſe Parents, whom God hath bleſſed with 


a numerous Family of young Children. Main- 


55 them by their utmoſt Induſtry they can- 
Can they endure to ſee them periſh _ 


with Want before their Eyes? Nature can- 
not bear this.— Tho it be rending their very 
Soul aſunder, they muſt © port with them ; and 

have 
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3 
have no Reſource left, but to convey them in- 
to the Foundling- Hoſpital —When Hagar ſaw 
her Child J/hmael ready to periſh for Want in 
the Wilderneſs, and had no Means to relieve 
him, ſhe caſt the Child under one of the Shrubs, 
and ſhe went and ſat her down over-again{t 
him, a good way off, as it were a Bow-ſhot : For 
ſhe ſaid, Let me not ſee the Death of the 
Child. And ſhe ſat over-againſt him, and lift. 
up her Voice, and wept, Gen. xxi. 16.—This is 
a ſtrong and affecting Piece of ſacred Hi- 
ſtory. And that it is the Caſe of many 
Children who have been received into this 
Hoſpital, is evident from the Joy and Rap- 
ture, with which ſeveral Parents, upon their 


coming into better Circumſtances, have claim- 
ed, and received back their Children. | 


Others have objected, {© That this Cha- 
*© rity has not been managed to the beſt 
Advantage; and, that great Numbers of 


* the As received, have died thro Ne- 
6 glect. 25 


* 


Far be it from me to defend, or even to 
cover, any Neglects of ſo atrocious and inhu- 
man a Nature. Some Neglects are incident 
to the beſt Inſtitutions; nor have the immediate 
Overſeers of this been, in former Times, 
blameleſs: Altho' ſome of thelo Neglects have 
been aggravated, 


(. 22 ) 


As to the Numbers of Infants who have di- 
ed; this in ſome Degree might be expected, 
notwithſtanding the utmoſt Care, conſidering 
the Infirmities to which all Children are ſub- 
jet; and more eſpecially the  Diſtempers 
which too many of theſe derive from their 
Parents, and bring with them into the World. 
Befide, too many are reduced to ſuch a weak 
State, either by Want of Neceſſaries, or by 
being toſſed about, before they are put into the 
Hoſpital, that there is little Room left to hope 
for their Preſervation. 


But whatever Neglects there might have 
been in former Times: Since the Parliamenta- 
ry Inquiry, theſe Things have been for Two 


ears paſt, happily remedied, ——The At- 


tention of the Humane and Good is awaken- 
ed. And all poſſible Care is now taken, both 
in the Management of the Fund, and in 
watching over the Health and Safety of theſe 
tender Infants. Every one, who pleaſes to vi- 
fit the Hoſpital, may be fully ſatisfied by ſee- 
ing this with his own Eyes. 


This thorough Reformation, eſpecially in 
the Care of the Infants, is under God, owing 
to the aſſiduous Care of a Lady of very high 
Rank, who hath condeſcended to attend con- 
ſtantly to this Buſineſs, to look into the minu- 
teſt Branches of the Children's Management, 

| to 
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to remove whatever was hurtful, and to ſug- 
geſt many prudent Regulations and Improve- 
ments. In conſequence of the vigilant Care of 
this excellent Lady, the Children have been re- 
ſtored to Health ; Deaths are leſs frequent ; 
the Cauſes, being found out, are removed ; 
and many Children, whoſe Lives were de- 
ſpaired of, have been reſtored to vigorous 
Health. —Is it not glorious to become a Guar- 
dian Angel to tender Infants ? truly Angelic, 
to come down and move the Waters, and Reſtore 
Health to the Impotent ? 


Though theſe Things are publickly known, 
F ſhould not publiſh them in this Place; were 
it not neceſſary to excite other Ladies and Gen- 


tlewomen to follow ſo commendable an Exam- 


ple. 


Infants are the more immediate Care of Wo- 
men. Men are Strangers to their Wants. 
This great City abounds with Gentlewomen 
of the greateſt Prudence, Humanity, Religion, 
and Virtue. It would perfect their amiable 


Characters, if ſuch Ladies formed themſelves 


into ſmall Societies, and engaged to take it in 
their turns to make frequent unexpected Viſits 


to the Foundling Nurſery, ſo that ſome of 


them might ſee the Children, and obſerve, 
and report their Condition, every Day.—Such 
a Practice might do infinite Service to the Pub- 
lic: Would relieve and comfort their own 


Minds ; | 
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( 24 ) 
Minds; and would bring the Bleſſing of God 
on them and their Children. 


It ye are delighted with the Good done by 
that excellent Lady of whom we ſpoke ; let 
me ſay to you in the Words of our Saviour, 


© Go ye and do likewiſe.” 


Thus I have laid before you, the Nature of 
this great Charity, the Neceſſity of opening 
your Hands liberally, and the happy Conſe- 


quences thereof. 


Tſhall urge no more, leſt your Charity ſhould 
ſeem to ariſe from Importunity. I ſhall only 
conclude with the Words of our Saviour, © In 
© as much as ye have done this to one of the leaſt 
ce of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
Whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe 
Little Ones, a Cup of Cold Water only, Ve- 
« rily 1 ſay unto you, He ſhall in no wiſe loſe his 
* Reward, A AP 34 
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